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« Community responses to criminalization




Criminalization of Homelessness

“Manner in which cities are criminally punishing [people
experiencing homelessness] for engaging in necessary life-
sustaining activities that any human being must engage in

to survive.”

- National Law Center on Homelessness and Poverty

Webinar -- No Safe Place: The Criminalization of Homelessness in U.S. Cities, Nat'l Law Center on Homelessness & Poverty (2014)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=noc8nChcerk&feature=youtu.be
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Ordinances and Laws Criminalizing
Homelessness

* Criminal trespass Asking for help is not a crime!

* Public camping

“You've got to have a
good heart and be

* LOitering * - - strong to do this."

- Victor

* Panhandling

» Toileting in public




Ordinances and Laws Crimma\izmg Homelessness

» Scavenging

» Sleeping in vehicle

» Soliciting rides (hitchhiking)

» Sleeping/sitting/lying down in public

* Restrictions on manner of (e.g. tents,

blankets), location of, timing of public
camping

Assistance criminalization (e.g. feeding in certain places)
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—ftects of Homelessness Criminalization

« Vague language can lead to
disparate enforcement

« Unhoused clients constantly moving
to avoid arrest

« Marginalized populations at higher
risk of homelessness and arrest

» Arrest record = harder to get into
housing




The Cycle of the Criminalization of Homelessness

Laws That Target Existence of
Life-Sustaining - > Criminal Record
Activities

Target people who Can result in High Face discrimination in Face Lack of

look most visibly poor, banishment financial search for housing. Also discrimination access
are seen living outside, from certain costs of potential discrimination in search for to higher
and/or have visible areas or whole legal fees & for using Section 8 or employment. education
mental health needs. communities. restitution. other vouchers. funding.

Complex Jail, Prison & Other
Health Conditions - > Institutionalization

& Lack of Access
to Needed Care

After receiving Exposure to Drug use/ Can lose SSI Incarceration Complicates
treatment, with no the elements addiction treated (and other is a traumatic & intensifies
place to go, health & long as crime, instead needed event and can existing mental
outcomes quickly periods of of disease needing benefits) due to have lasting health & physical

deteriorate. homelessness. treatment. incarceration. negative effects. disabilities.

15 | TOOLKIT TO COMBAT THE CRIMINALIZATION OF HOMELESSNESS

https://www.wliha.org/equity-housing-justice/combat-criminalization-homelessness-toolkit



Today, Texas’s incarceration rates stand out internationally

INCARCERATION RATES

COMPARING TEXAS
AND FOUNDING NATO COUNTRIES

Texas 891

United States 698
United Kingdom
Portugal
Luxembourg

E

Canada
France
Italy
Belgium

-

Norway
Netherlands
Denmark

lceland
https://eji.org/news/united-states-still-has-highest-incarceration-rate-world

Incarceration rates per 100,000 population

https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/slideshows/10-states-with-the-highest-
Source: https://www.prisonpolicy.org/global/2018.html incarceration-rates



https://eji.org/news/united-states-still-has-highest-incarceration-rate-world
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/slideshows/10-states-with-the-highest-incarceration-rates

Cost of Homelessness Criminalization:

Case Sfudy

Osceola County, Florida, tracked 37 homeless people
arrested 1,250 times over 10 years for 61,896 total days of

incarceration. Here's what they cost:
$130,000 $4,951,680 $1,336,225

ot E R

Booking costs Mental-health care in jail

= $6,417,905

Source: The 2014 Annual Homeless Assessment Report (aHAR) to Congress Mother Jones




Growth of Homeless Outreach Teams,
Mental Health Teams in Police Departments

/NEWS/LOCAL-NEWS /NEWS/POLICE-COURTS

Officials: Mental health officer program already |

successful

TOR STORY

The 'H.O.T." cop: Killeen police officer delves into
homeless community

By Emily Hilley-Sierzchula | Herald staff writer May 13, 2018

The cellphone begs for attention, ringing and dinging
invisible population.

On the receiving end is the sole member of the Killeer

‘I'Ennh vemin Fovw Theamelimel

- o

Police Outreach Services Team (POST)

Team officially began on January 1, 2018 with 2 officers dedicate
of the team is to reduce homeless-related complaints by actin
homeless and available appropriate services. The creation of
recommendations of the Mayor's Task Force on Homelessness ir
Service Team 15 modeled after successful programs in other co
and Houston.

CITY OF DENTON
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Panel Discussion

Jen Beardsley, Local Homeless Coalition (LHC)

Coordinator at Texas Homeless Network
(Austin)

Kim Pickens, Founder of The Humility Project
(Victoria)

Tammy Chan, Executive Director of Grand Prairie
Homeless Outreach Organization (Grand Prairie)
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GPHOO
Clean
Camp

Program

GPHOO
Works
Program

Grand Prairie Homeless Outreach Organization (GPHOO) Clean Camp Agreement Form

If givven at tent and)or sleeping bag, | —azrap b the Following rules:
Print Mame

1} A photo will be made of me with the tent and)or sleeping bag to document when a tent is given to me.

2} 1will share the location af my camp with the GFHOO0 Case Managers so they can dooument my hamelesiness for homeless.
hausing assistance, | understand that means they will/may come onee 3 wesk to take photes.

3} 1 will keep my camp dte litter-free ot ol times.

4} 1 will not do any illegal actrdities o illegal drugs at oy cempsite 8t my cam psite,

5} 1 will handle my human waste responsibly, induding picking up my poo and dispasing of it in trash bins.

a1 will documesnt my efforts with phatos o kesp my campsite clesn and handle my human waste responsibly. IF 1 don™ have &
phone that can take phatas, | will ask the GPHOD Case Managers for help.

71 mry tent beoomes damaged, | adill =t my GPHOO Case Managers know ard | will bring in mey old tent te exchange it for 2 new
tent, iF GPHOO has an extra tent to exchange. | am not guaranteed a replacement tent.

) IF my sleeping bag becomes wet or soiled, | will sttempt to wiash it befare asking For another one. By appointment, GPHOD will
meet me st s lundromat and provide sundry soap and will put quarters in the machine to help me wash my slesping bag,
blankets and dathing. | can make these appointments every bwo weeks, if needed. The GPHOD can pick me up if | make
arrangements insdvance, GPHOOD Laundry days are Tuesdays and Thursdaye.

9} The GPHOO cannat recommend a place far me to camp and they cannot sccept bility for amy damage the tent may sustain
due to mry use af the tent or weather related events or for any other resson.

1] The GPHOO cannat give me permission W camg inany lecation in Grard Praivie, The GPHOD does nat oan any property, nor
dhaes it have any agreements with praperty awners B allow me to camg.

11) The GPHOO & nat liable far any injury | may sustasin related to using the tent, setting up the tent or while camping,

12) The GPHOO & nat liable for any damage | cause to the property. | am responsible for any damags | causs to the property,
including bringing iteme ta the camp that | don't carrg back owt, cutting of branches on living tress and earthwark to change
drainage pattermns.

13) The GPHOOD will rum a background check on each person ba whom we ghoe a tent. The purpose of the background check is ta
determine if | am reguinred live at a fixed address as a condition of probation or # | am required to register where | leave with the
local Police Departrment. IF aither case applies, the GPHOO cannot give me a tent as they cannot be at risk of enabling a peréon
to be i wialation of their prabation, reguirements to live 3t 2 fized address or registration of address with the looal Police
Department.

14) 1 will not sell rmy tent or ghoe it to someone else o avite someone else bo stay in my tent without first contacting the GPHOO
and coardinating a background check of my guest/tent mate with the GRHOO.

I further acknowledge the following recommendations:

A, When possible, it B geod to get the permission of the property awner where | will campe 1| get permission, it & poad to haes it
in weriting with a phane number of the person giing the permission s the police can verify should the police come ta my camp
and ask if | have permissian ar if | just tell them | bave permission.

B Itis good to take before photos of my campeite to show the condition before | meeed in.

IF | mowe into an obd camip site that is litbered, it is good to get trash bags from GPHOO to clean up the litter. | can stack the

trash baags in & pile and wark with GPHOO to pick them up by appaintment.

O, Itis good to take photos during my cleanup efforts to show the positive difference | am making to the ervironment.

L. When available, the GPHOD will give me a tarp for under the tent. Ta belp repel water, it is bast to use it under the tent o
pratect the floar of my temt from being punctured by twigs and rocks. s best to fold the targ under the tent rather than
learing parts of the tang extending past the foatprint of the tent.

F. | camearn positive recommendation letters far employment i | volunteer with the GPHOO Warks Environmental Cleanup Crew
to cleanug existing camg sites and ether locations. The deanups take place bi-monthly from 2-4 pm on Sundays, | can check
with the GPHOO ta Find cut when and where the nect clesnup will take place, Also, | can esrn community service credit for
court requirerments if | register properly to do so.

G, Itis gand to share phatos of my camg deanups with my GPHOO Case Managers so they can defend me iF ever needed. They
can't promise the defense will help but they will try.

r

Printed Mame Signature
Phame Number Date
Tent Sleeping Bag

Mame of Persan Giving the Sleeping Bag/Tent
Case Managers: Tamemy Chan 214-212-T958 Dawid La Flash  214-62%-G655
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It's been getting
petter!
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